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The Brishane Declaration

Issued as a summary of the discussions at the Information Futures Summit, 2
October 2024

Access to information is an essential condition of strong, inclusive and
sustainable communities.

In August 2014, the Lyon Declaration on Access to Information and
Development brought together the voices of library and information workers in
over 800 organisations and institutions across all continents, as well as
stakeholders in related fields of access to information, media and digital rights.
Together, they affirmed this point, in the context of the negotiations for the
United Nations 2030 Agenda. This has provided a reference and guide for IFLA's
subsequent work to raise understanding of and support for the role of
information in enabling sustainable development.

Meeting at the IFLA Information Futures Summit in Brisbane, Australia, 10
years on, we have taken stock of how the knowledge and information
environment is evolving, as well as the potential futures it faces. We have, in
particular, discussed the opportunities we can seize, as well as the risks and
challenges we must overcome, and explored how we can shape the future for
the benefit of the communities that we serve, with particular attention to
technological change, social justice and barrier-free access.

This Declaration therefore draws on the 2024 Trend Report, the UN's Pact for
the Future, the keynote and discussions sessions in Brisbane, and the
contributions of library and information workers and allies from around the
world. It builds and elaborates on the Lyon Declaration, responding to the
changes we have seen in the intervening decade.
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