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Abstract

The Scepric Isle presents a fast-paced narrative of the British government’s attempt to sell the
Second World War at home. It weaves together government public relations, media reporting,
political manoeuvring, and the public’s response to reinterpret some of the most famous moments
of British history, from Chamberlain and appeasement to Churchill’s great speeches. from the
Battle of Britain to the military campaigns in the Mediterranean and Western Europe, from food
rationing to the Beveridge Report. Based on a massive array of primary sources, The Sceptic Isle
powerfully showcases how the British government’s attempt to mould and manipulate coverage of
battles created a major credibility gap that cast a long shadow over the British government’s

efforts to sell the different dimensions of the Second World War to the home front.
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Abstract

To understand how Britons viewed the Second World War, The Sceptic Isle integrates propaganda
history with political. media, and above all military history. Previous works have often examimed
these different facets in isolation. As this book shows, it was the interaction between what
propagandists and politicians hoped to achieve, on the one hand, with how the battlefield unfolded
and how it was reported, on the other, that often shaped how the public thought about the war
Because some politicians and many reporters ofien questioned the official line, the result was a
disconnect between government and governed that often threatened to turn into a major credibility
gap. Of course, however grim the situation, British morale never collapsed. Yet even with Winston
Churchill at the helm of a coalition government, many Britons reserved the right to complain

about the actions of their leaders.
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