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An Overview of The Claremont Colleges consortium, the Library, Its
historical connections with China, the Lingnan history and culture
related resources, and the international collaborative projects relats
to collection processing and digital scholarship. |
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The Claremont Colleges A HIGHLY DISTINCTIVE MODEL OF
COLLABORATION IN HIGHER EDUCATION
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Pomona College:
Long History of Connections with China
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ASIAN LIBRARY

i Ch'en Shou-yiA 1899-1978NJA
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] University of HawauNJ
I Pomona CollegeNJ A
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A ; A ] Trustees of
4 4 the Canton Christian CollegeA New YorkNJ , I
Canton Christian CollegeNJ A
A

STUDENTS OF THE COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES, 1917-18.

The courses now offered are General Arts, Natural Sei Social Sci P, dical, Agricul The 1 1 is at present the most popular.

A 1917
1917-1918
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CHARLES K. EDMUNDS, Ph.D.
President of the College.

Fellow in Physics, Johns Hopkins, 1902. Professor of Physics, Canton,
1903 President, 1907 . Dr. E as traveled over 35,000 miles
in China during the past ten ) ction with the magnetic an

o ti
geodetie survey of China for the Carn nstitution of Washington.

FOR THE WIDER WORLD

Cr’EN SHOU-YI
Professor of Chinese Culture, Pomona College

S WE ARE MET here this afternoon in memory of a

great friend and mentor, Dr. Charles K. Edmunds, we

are called upon rather to pay tribute to his abundant life
than to mourn his tragic death.

As onc of his many pupils of Chinese nationality I wish
to reiterate, on this occasion, China’s profound gratitude to
him for his participation and leadership in the rejus ion
of her hoary civilization.

Arriving at Canton in the autumn of 1903 as Professor of
Physics and Electrical Engineering at Lingnan University,
Dr. Edmunds was elected Vice-President of Lingnan in
1906, and President in 19o7. Serving Lingnan on the field
for over twenty years, he gave of himself without reservation.

By Lingnan alumni and friends today, he is regarded not
just as one of the pioneers, but actually as the Founder of
the institution. It was he who converted a stretch of wilder-
ness and a cluster of graveyards into the beautiful Lingnan
campus of today. It was he who saw China’s growing educa-
tional needs on the higher level after the discontinuation of
the Imperial Competitive Examination System in 19os, and
initiated the college departments at Lingnan University.
Above all, it was he who gave uniqueness to the educational
policies and plans which have made Lingnan what it is
today.

As he was building Lingnan from humble beginnings, he

listinguished himself as a major prophet and super-states-
man in the educational realm. While imparting into young

[16]
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! KEYSER
EDMUNDS

Chinese minds the essence of modern civilization, stressp
the importance of scientific precision and objectivity, he
never failed to leamn from China’s cultural heritage A 5
take cognizance of China’s cultural and social traditions,
Thus, the first advocate of coeducation on the s ;
and collegiate levels, he conducted the experiment with such
care and introduced the innovation with so little publicity
that his farsightedness and success in this regard were not
fully recognized until fifteen years later when coeducation
became universal in China in 1919. Realizing the wisdom of
the Chinese dictum “Decades for planting trees, but cen-
turies for building men,” he completed the educational sys-
tem at Lingnan from kindergarten to graduate school. A
loyal friend of the Chinese people and an intense lover of
China, he made Lingnan international. Himself a devout
Christian, he not only made Lingnan non-sectarian and in-
terdenominational (paving the way for Catholic as well as
Protestant participation) but invited Confucians, Taoists
and Buddhists to its faculty. A scientist in training, he gained
an intimate knowledge of the Chinese classics and a deep
understanding of the Chinese philosophers.

Devoted though he was to Lingnan, he never allowed him-
self to become narrowly provincial in his China days. He
traveled extensively in all parts of China in connection with
his geodetic survey under the auspices of the Camegie Insti-
tution, He was the first to chart the Burma Road which was
to acquire such ill-fated fame and significance during China's
War of Resistance. He befriended such Chinese leaders s
Viceroy Chang Chi Tung in the days of the Emw‘r“d
Dr. Sun Yat Sen, Father of the Republic. Asa major prophet,
he not only foresaw the wisdom, but also insisted upo
moral necessity of returning Lingnan University to Cf

[171
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